
A guide to hone our ability to help, heal and 
connect to others through story

No matter who you are, your story is a part of something 
big, the fabric of history and of the human experience. 
Once written and shared, your story will change 
someone. And that someone is most likely you.

A Story that Matters offers an accessible and simplified 
way to get your stories written. Each chapter is divided 
into three sections: the first discusses memoir writing 
in the context of themes―motherhood, childhood, 
relationships, professional life, and spiritual journey; the 
second provides basic writing and editing prescription, 
with a focus on common beginner mistakes and 
roadblocks; and the third provides a sample story 
related to the life theme discussed in the first section 
of the chapter. Chock full of writing and editing lessons 
that focus on how to get a first draft written and how 
to craft the draft into a compelling story, A Story That 
Matters explores our ability to help, heal, and connect 
to others through story, reminding us of the greater 
need for a broader array of authentic voices in the 
story-sharing universe.

Publisher: SparkPress
Release Date: May 2, 2017

Paperback ISBN: 978-1943006120
Paperback Price: $16.95

FOR FANS OF
• Writing About Your Life: A Journey into the Past by William Zinsser
• The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human by Jonathan 
  Gottschall
• Words that Matter by Oprah Winfrey 

a story that matters



Gina L. Carroll is an author, speaker, and 
editor who believes that everyone has a story 
that matters. Also the author of 24 Things You 
Can Do with Social Media to Help Get into 
College, she helps students use their social 
media to share their best stories and show 
their highest selves online; and as a partner 
at Inspired Wordsmith, a writing services 
business, Gina helps aspiring writers and 
business professionals get their life stories 
in print. A longtime freelancer and blogger, 
she has written thousands of articles on an 
exhaustive variety of subject matter, in addition 
to maintaining her own four blogs. Born and 
raised in Los Angeles, she currently lives with 
her husband and children in Houston, Texas.

We hope you’ll consider A Story that Matters for reviews, author Q&As, 
and roundups you’re planning for upcoming book coverage. 
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